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WASHINGTON STATE GRANT HELPS AIM AEROSPACE SOAR IN SUMNER
AIM Aerospace is ramping up its manufacturing operations in Sumner, and that means hundreds of new jobs
in Pierce County. The advanced carbon fiber manufacturing company is in the process of moving its Auburn
location to Sumner and revamping the site into a world-class aerospace manufacturing facility. A $125,000 grant
from the Washington State Department of Commerce was awarded to the EDB in September to help with
expansion efforts and job creation.
The transition will consolidate several Auburn locations into one and will be completed early next year. With the
expansion comes more innovation, including collaborative robots (or cobots) to assist employees with various
tasks, such as heavy lifting and repetitive actions. That equates to business growth, reduced costs, and fewer
employee health and safety risks.
Locally advantageous
“Expanding operations in Sumner brings a local advantage for the company, which already has a large workforce
based in the South Sound region,” said Daniele Cagnatel, AIM Aerospace CEO. The company hopes to capitalize
on attracting their workers already located in Sumner’s manufacturing hub. Hiring is underway.
Prior to the transition, around 334 employees were on staff at the company’s 100,000-square-foot location in
Sumner. By 2023, AIM Aerospace plans to expand its entire workforce in Iowa, California and Washington by 30
percent. For the Sumner facility, that means an additional 200 to 300 employees down the road.
“We can’t say it enough. A good quality of life starts with a good job,” said EDB President and CEO Bruce Kendall.
“AIM Aerospace’s commitment to invest in Pierce County means more great jobs for the residents of our county
and the South Sound.”
For more information, visit aim-aerospace.com/careers.

SOUND CREDIT UNION SCORES A FIRST WITH BANK OF WA ACQUISITION
It’s another big step for Sound Credit Union. The Tacoma-based financial institution announced its acquisition
of The Bank of Washington. The deal marks the first credit union purchase of a bank in Washington State.
Boards of both organizations approved the transaction, which is subject to regulatory approval, a nod from The
Bank of Washington’s holding company and other approvals. The deal is expected to be completed early next
year. With the acquisition, Sound Credit Union will have $1.7 billion in assets, $1.3 billion in loans, $1.5 billion
in deposits, and around 350 employees across 29 branches in Pierce, King, Snohomish and Thurston counties.
This latest news is a big leap for a homegrown organization that started when 51 employees of Pacific Telephone
and Telegraph formed Telco Federal Credit Union. The credit union opened its doors in 1940 with $106.50 in
deposits. Sound has become one of Washington State’s largest credit unions serving 120,000 members throughout
the Puget Sound area.

ECONOMIC GARDENING PROGRAM HELPS SMALL BUSINESSES FLOURISH
Your small business is up and running. Now it’s time to dig in and grow. Thanks to the Washington State
Economic Gardening program, offered through the Washington State Department of Commerce,
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specialists from the National Center for Economic Gardening’s National Strategic Research Team (NSRT).

EDB WELCOMES JENN ADRIEN, EDB COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
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